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First Baby

Stevenson Memorial Hospital has announced the
arrival of the first baby born at the hospital in the
new year. Alice Offen entered the world at 3:21 p.m.
on Jan. 2, weighing in at a healthy 6 Ibs. 14 ounces.
Proud parents are Sara Wright and Corey Offen. As
a tribute to the first baby of 2025, Stevenson Memo-
rial Hospital provided a welcome gift filled with some : =
essential baby items and gifts to support the young N i e - Store Hours:
family as they embark on this new journey. TN L Pl _ Tues. to Fri. 10am - 3pm; Sat. to Mon. CLOSEDj
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Paramedic Services food and toy drive wraps up successful season

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Residents, schools, and businesses from
across Simcoe County showed their holiday
spirit by donating 7,781 toys, 22,771 lbs of
food, and $21,265.65 in cash and gift cards
to the 22nd Annual County of Simcoe Para-
medic Services Food and Toy Drive.

All donations will continue to be distrib-
uted to local children and families in need by
charitable organizations working in partner-
ship with the County of Simcoe Paramedic
Services.

“On behalf of our entire region I would
like to extend my deepest gratitude to each

of you who contributed to supporting those
in need this holiday season,” said Simcoe
County Warden Basil Clark. “Your gener-
osity has made a lasting impact, providing
hope and joy to countless families in need
across Simcoe County. It’s been said that no
act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever
wasted and I truly believe that it’s through
your support we continue building up the
bonds of our community, creating a brighter
future for all.”

Some of the charities supported by the
County of Simcoe Paramedic Services
Food and Toy Drive include the Salva-
tion Army, Simcoe Muskoka Family Con-
nexions, Barrie Christmas Cheer, Kinette

“Your generosity has made a
lasting impact, providing hope
and joy to countless families in

n

need across Simcoe County.

Simcoe County Warden Basil Clark

Club of Wasaga Beach, Georgian Bay
Food Network, Christmas in a Box, Innis-
fil Christmas for Kids. Food banks in sev-
eral communities also benefitted, includ-
ing Alliston, Angus, Bradford, Clearview,
Coldwater, Elmvale, Tottenham, Orillia

and Wasaga Beach.

“It’s my honour to acknowledge the
efforts of all the dedicated paramedics and
volunteers who gave their time and energy
to make the 22nd Annual County of Simcoe
Paramedic Services Food and Toy Drive
such a tremendous success,” said Sarah
Mills, director and chief of the County of
Simcoe Paramedic Services.

“Their selflessness and hard work have
made an incredible difference in the lives of
those in need. We also want to express our
sincere gratitude to the entire community for
continuing to show up for your neighbours,
helping to bring joy and hope to those who
need it most.”

Christmas tree and overflow waste collection available through January in Simcoe County

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

As residents deal with waste from the
holiday season, the County of Simcoe is
reminding the public of how to manage
overflow waste and Christmas tree collec-
tion.

Overflow waste collection

* Recycling — If your recycling cart is
full, simply place the overflow in clear
bags or blue boxes — no tags required.
Flatten and bundle any extra cardboard.

* Garbage — If your garbage cart is full,
attach a garbage tag to each extra garbage
bag (limit of five).

e Placement - Keep all additional bags
and materials at least two feet from your
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garbage cart for easy pick-up.

e Reminder — Overflow is considered as
anything that doesn’t fit into your garbage
cart with the lid closed.

Residents can also visit one of the Coun-
ty’s waste drop-off locations to dispose
of their garbage and recycling, subject to
fees.

Christmas tree collection

¢ Schedule — Bi-weekly Christmas tree
collection will take place throughout Janu-
ary, giving residents multiple opportuni-
ties to easily dispose of trees.

e Instructions — Place your tree curbside
by 7 a.m. on the Monday of your garbage
collection week. Collection may not occur
on your regular garbage day, so it is vital
to place it out on Monday morning to

B ROKETEG®KXGEE
Independently Owned & Operated

CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN

NOW COVERS DENTURES, CROWNS, BRIDGES
AS OF NOVEMBER 1, 2024.

Call them today at 1-833-537-4342 to see if you're
eligible, then call our office to book an appointment for
your dental needs!

CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN covers
Exams and x-rays
1 Cleaning a year
Fillings
Extractions
Root Canals
+ other basic dental needs
Don’t assume you don’t qualify, call them and find out!

éeefcn FAMILY

DENTAL
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905-729-7272

Dr. Rosanna Porretta
and Associates
29 Main St. W.
Beeton, ON LOG 1A0

ensure it’s collected.
* Preparation — Remove all decorations,
lights, and plastic before placing your tree

out. Place the tree in a cleared area at the
end of your driveway, not in a snowbank,
and ensure it is free from snow and ice.

BIG SMILES - Tim Hortons’ Smile Cook e Week provided the opportunity to enjoy a
cook e while raising funds for a good cause. The fundraiser ran from Nov. 18 to 24, and
the Tottenham Tim Hortons raised $6,140.69 in support of Our Town Food Bank and an
equal amount went to Tim Hortons Foundation Camps. Tottenham store owner & rry
Lawlor presents a cheque to Susan lacoucci, president of the Our Town Food Bank
along with local firefighters who helped make smile cookies.
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The Alliston Lions Wish to Share a LIONS ROAR & HEARTFELT

‘ That’s a Wrap....

Our Lion’s members are blessed to have the
opportunity to ‘SERVE’ those less fortunate in
the communities we serve.

The Alliston Lions Roar a Loud Thank You
to our very generous residents, neighbours,
friends, fellow volunteer service organizations,
schools, churches, and local businesses who
contributed to the campaign’s success.

Your generosity allowed the Alliston Lions
to provide the communities our club serves
with by bringing a little Christmas Cheer to
approximately 143 families and 319 children
this Christmas Season.

We sincerely appreciate that you took time
from your busy schedules in continuing our
legacy of assisting those less fortunate.

On behalf of the Alliston Lions Club, Thank
You, Thank You Very Much for Your Kind and
Wonderful Support.

We wish you all the very best for a
Very Happy New Year.

Alliston Lions Club Members

ALLISTON IONS CLUB]

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY{SINCE 1936

www.allistonlions.ca ¢ www.facebook.com/AllistonLionsClub
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Editorial, Letters & Opinion

“The window to the world can be covered by a newspaper.”
~ Stanislaw Jerzy Lec

New Year’s resolutions

Put that cigarette out, go for a two-mile
jog, come home and read a book, call
your best friend and visit with family, then
spend the evening working on your new
hobby.

That should take care of most of your
New Year’s resolutions if you've made
commitments for 2025.

Add to that your itinerary for a trip to
Iceland or the Galapagos Islands and
your dream to ‘swim with the dolphins.’

New Year’s resolutions — what are they
good for? Absolutely nothing.

I’'m not sure where the idea of chang-
ing your lifestyle because the calendar
says it's a new year comes from, but a
year is just an arbitrary point in time. Jan.
1, really signifies nothing other than a
point in space and time.

The ancients could have decided the
new year started in July and we would be
watching the ball drop on July 1.

This year, as always, there is a list that
comes out and states the most popular
New Year’s resolutions. I'm not sure how
it's actually created, because no one
asked me. However, the list does seem
reasonable.

Saving more money tops the list this
year. This is understandable. With the
inflation over the past couple of years,

everyone has less money in their pocket.

You can try saving more, but you're
definitely going to pay in other ways.
Whether it's giving up going out for din-
ner once a week or resigning your posi-
tion as the bowling team captain to save
the cost of lane fees, you may save
money, but at the cost of entertainment
or enjoying life.

Exercising more is number two on the
list.

This is always a good one, but the eas-
iest one to fail. Workout gyms love this
resolution.

They make a ton of money from people
signing up for the gym in January, then
watch as that three times a week visit
to the gym becomes twice a week, then
once, then — wow, | haven’t been to the
gym in months.

Losing weight is always a popular res-
olution. But why do you need to wait until
New Year’s?

If you are overweight, you can start
working on eating less and shedding
pounds any time during the year.

Quitting smoking is always high on
the list. When was the last time you saw
someone smoking? It has become a hid-
den addiction, no doubt about it.

You shouldn’t smoke, but the tobacco

Tall orders in power vacuums

As the dawn of a new year approaches,
a particular tradition in my family is to
pause during the Christmas hubbub and
tune into the King’s Christmas Message
as both a time for calm and a source of
inspiration for the year ahead.

These messages are one of the rare
instances where the Monarch speaks
from their heart in a speech that is not
drafted by any of the 14 governments
that share the same King, giving us a
unique insight as to what makes them
tick, and what'’s inspired them over the
previous 12 months, through a non-par-
tisan lens.

Given this lack of politics, there are
usually pearls of wisdom that set the
tone for — and remind us of where we
might want to be — in the year ahead.

This year was no exception. The King
spoke of his pride in being with Com-
monwealth veterans this past spring to
mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day.

“Their example of service and self-
lessness continues to inspire, across the
generations,” said the King. “During pre-
vious commemorations, we were able to
console ourselves with the thought that

these tragic events seldom happen in
the modern era. But, on this Christmas
Day, we cannot help but think of those
for whom the devasting effects of conflict
— in the Middle East, in Central Europe,
in Africa, and elsewhere — pose a daily
threat to so many people’s lives and live-
lihoods. We also think of the humanitar-
ian organizations working tirelessly to
bring vital relief.

“All of us go through some form of
suffering at some stage in our life, be it
mental or physical. The degree to which
we help one another — and draw support
from each other, be we people of faith
or of none — is a measure of our civiliza-
tion as Nations. That is what continually
impresses me, as my family and | meet
with, and listen to, those who dedicate
their lives to helping others...

“On our recent visit to the South Pacific
to attend the Commonwealth Summit, |
was reminded constantly of the strength
which institutions, as well as individu-
als, can draw from one another. And
how diversity of culture, ethnicity, and
Faith provides strength, not weakness.
Across the Commonwealth, we are held

FROM THE SECOND ROW

companies are still taking in millions from
people’s bad habits.

This year, spending less time on social
media made the list.

This is one EVERYONE needs to par-
ticipate in. Some people used to refer to
television as the ‘idiot box’ because you
sit there just watching a screen.

The difference is that all television
programs have an ending. Social media
never stops.

We have become a society that is los-
ing the natural ability to speak directly to
people. It's too easy to stare at a screen
and make comments, rather than sit
down and have a conversation with a
real person.

To do more for the environment has
made the list this year. Good luck with
that.

Everyone talks a good game, however,
from the number of beer cans and cof-
fee cups, sacks of garbage and house-
hold items dumped in the ditches in rural
concessions, a lot of people simply don’t
care.

No one will ever admit they are the per-
son who threw that coffee cup out of the
window of the car, but they probably talk
about saving the environment when at
work or at their community service club

together by a willingness to listen to each
other, to learn from one another, and to
find just how much we have in common.
Because, through listening, we learn to
respect our differences, to defeat preju-
dice, and to open up new possibilities.”

We are lucky to come from communi-
ties where the tireless work of so many
to improve the lives of their neighbours
and to better their streets, neighbour-
hoods, and the towns they call home
better places to live, work and play, are
routinely underscored, recognized, and
celebrated. The best part is that these
people rarely do any of their good deeds
for the kudos, but they are bestowed
nonetheless.

Yet, at the same time, when we look
beyond our local communities to the
province and the country, the principles
of learning from one another, finding our
commonalities, and listening to what
others have to say — so long as there
is no harm intended or done — to gain
perspective are often left by the way-
side due to partisan games. And there
is certainly little effort to build something
special from a foundational common

BRIAN LOCKHART

meeting.
Cutting down on
alcohol consumption

made the list, but it
makes the list every
year.

Considering the amount of beer sales
in the province, | don’t think too many
people actually carry through with cutting
back on alcohol.

Also, remember during the pandemic,
the provincial government ordered many
non-essential businesses to cease
operation, however, the liquor store was
exempt. That, says a lot.

There are plenty of other resolutions
people hope to try in the new year.

Go ahead, give it a try — why not? Even
if you fail, it was a least a goal for a while.
Better to try, and fail, than not try at all.

My resolution this year will be to cut
down my time on the golf course and
spend that time doing something more
meaningful.

Other than taking up the sport at a local
9-hole course for one summer when |
was 14, when it was affordable to play
a round funded by paper route money,
I've never played a real game of golf in
my life, so this should easily be accom-
plished.

BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER

ground.

This Monday’s
announcement by
Justin Trudeau of his
intention to resign as
Prime Minister and
leader of the Liberal Party as soon as his
successor is chosen by the party faithful
was timely in underscoring this as well.

Given the pre-Christmas resignation
of Finance Minister and Deputy Prime
Minister Chrystia Freeland, Monday’s
announcement really comes as no sur-
prise as pressure mounted on Trudeau
from all parts of this country to step
aside and make way for either a leader-
ship contest, a Federal election, or an
unwieldy combination of both.

The timing, however, had something of
the surprise element as the writing has
been on the wall for Trudeau ever since
the party lost the June 24 by-election
in the riding of Toronto-St. Paul’s, a win
which should have been a slam-dunk
for the governing Liberals in almost any
other circumstance.

Continued on Page 7
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Iran: End of the line?

Six months ago, at the end of Iran’s presidential elec-
tion, | finished an article by speculating that the long-lived
theocratic dictatorship in Iran may be a lot closer to its
end than its beginning: “If you can plausibly say ‘This can-
not go on forever,’” you are also saying ‘Someday this will
come to an end.”

That observation was triggered by the fact that the
‘reformist’ presidential candidate, Masoud Pezeshkian,
unexpectedly won the July election. The previous presi-
dent had been killed in a helicopter crash, and the regime
had fumbled in setting up a snap election to replace him.

Pezeshkian was the only token ‘moderate’ in a field of
four candidates, but he managed to make it into the last
two for the second round — and then, in the run-off vote,
something remarkable happened.

Fewer than half the voters had bothered to show up for
the first round of voting, because they assumed that the
fix was in. Suddenly, however, the moderate candidate

had a chance of winning — and seven million extra voters
showed up for the second round and carried the ‘reform-
ist’ to victory.

It was only a small victory, because Pezeshkian is very
timid (otherwise he wouldn’t have been allowed even to
run), but more importantly because the Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has been the real and absolute
ruler of Iran ever since Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini died
in 1989. It just showed that the public would prefer some-
body else.

That doesn’t count for much in a theocracy. It just
allowed for a bit of speculation about the long-term future
of the country. But a lot has happened in the Middle East
since last July, and none of it has been good news for the
Iranian regime.

First, the vaunted ‘axis of resistance’ that Iran had cre-
ated to keep Israel on the defensive and boost its own
power has been largely dismantled in the past six months.

Hamas in the Gaza Strip
has been mostly destroyed,
the Hezbollah organization
that dominated Lebanon is
disabled, and the recent over-
throw of the Assad regime in
Syria has eliminated Iran’s
strongest supporter in the
region.

Iran's aged  Supreme
Leader (85) has blamed all
these disasters on the United
States and Israel — “There
should be no doubt that what
happened in Syria was the
result of a joint American-
Zionist plot,” he said — but
neither of those countries had
anything to do with the key
change in Syria.

That was a homegrown
revolt by Sunni Islamists
backed by Turkey, and it's
part of a broader decline of
Shia power in the region’s pol-
itics. Shia Iran no longer has
any allies in the Arab coun-
tries that border on Israel, and
there is little chance that it can
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GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

win them back.

Worse yet for Tehran, the tit-for-
tat missile strikes between Iran and
Israel over the past few months
showed that Iran’s missiles for the most part cannot get
through, while the Israeli air force could and did destroy
most of Iran’s air defenses. The country is virtually naked
militarily.

Even more dangerous for the regime is the accelerating
decline of the economy. It was undermined by decades
of overspending abroad to spread its radical religious
message, but equally by under-investment at home since
Iran’s attempts to sponsor revolutions elsewhere led to
stringent international sanctions against it.

The damage has been extreme. Iran’s per capita gross
domestic product in 1976, a couple of years before the
Islamist takeover, was $7,600. Now it is only $5,700,
despite all the oil and gas.

Per capita GDP in next-door Turkey, similar in size,
resources and population but with little gas or oil, was only
$1,270 in 1976. It is now $13,000. Which one would you
prefer?

Most Iranians don’t know those exact numbers, but
they do know roughly what happened and why — and the
result, now unfolding for all to see, is a ruined economy.

Iran has the world’s second-largest natural gas reserves
and third-largest oil reserves, but the rot has gone so
deep that it cannot even keep the lights and the heat on.

There were frequent brief power outages last summer,
but this winter the electricity is going off for days at a time.
Factories, steel plants, and the like are shutting down;
schools and universities are teaching remotely. A lot of
people are unhappy or downright angry, and they know
who to blame.

There have been three
episodes of prolonged mass
protests against the regime
(2009, 2019 and 2022),

and despite the cold winter %%gg{;}g
weather another one could LIMITED
be on the way now. Or not;
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these things are unpredict-
able.

But we can probably now
say with some confidence:
“Someday SOON this will
come to an end.”
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New Stevenson Memorial Hospital facility toinclude MRl suite

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Stevenson Memorial Hospital (SMH) has
announced that an MRI suite will be part of
its redevelopment project.

Housed in the Diagnostic Imaging Depart-
ment, the new MRI suite will allow patients
to receive the care they need closer to home,
eliminating the need to travel outside their
catchment area for advanced diagnostic
imaging services.

Magnetic Resonance Imaging is a non-
invasive medical imaging technique that
uses radio waves and a strong magnetic
field to create detailed images of inside the
body. MRI scans can show detailed images
of organs, bones, muscles, blood vessels,
and other soft tissues, which can help diag-
nose and monitor disease and injury. They
also support the creation of patient treatment
plans.

“We’re thrilled that Stevenson will have a

full complement of diagnostic imaging ser-
vices that will include MRI once the new
facility opens,” said Barbara Steed, Interim
President and CEO of SMH. “I know this
is a service that this community will benefit
from and will be another way that Stevenson
provides quality health care services close to
home.”

The new hospital facility will be three
times the size of the current building and will
revitalize SMH’s clinical areas. Inpatient bed
capacity will increase by 20 per cent.

The Emergency Department will triple in
size and have its own separate entrance with
enclosed Ambulance Bays. Laboratory space
will be enhanced, surgical suites, inpatient
rooms, diagnostic imaging, birthing suites
and more.

The design features significant use of natu-
ral light, modern features and new, refreshed
gardens and green space.

A new, elevated helipad will also be a part
of the project.
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REDEVELOPMENT PLANS — This concept drawing for the redevelopment of Stevenson Memo-

rial Hospital shows how it would reshape the exterior of the healthcare facility.
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Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority issues winter waterway safety warning

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The recent snowfall and thawing from
mild weather have created an increased
hazard near local waterways.

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation

Wishing everyone in
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Authority (NVCA) has issued a warning to
exercise caution near all waterways.

The NVCA is urging residents and visi-
tors to exercise caution and keep family
and pets away from the edges of all water-
ways and water bodies. Streams, rivers,
ponds, and lakes are extremely dangerous
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follow the discussion?

radio such that it is too loud for others?

How did you do?

Quality Hearing

CHECK YOUR HEARING

Take this quick quiz and check your ability to hear properly.
1. Do people seem to mumble or talk softer than they used to?
2. When in a crowd or in a busy restaurant, is it hard for you to

3. Do you feel tired or irritable after a long conversation?
4. Do you feel the need to turn up the volume on your TV or

5. Do you often need to ask others to repeat themselves?
6. Has someone close to you pointed out you may have a hearing problem?
7. Do you find it difficult to pinpoint where a noise comes from?

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you may be experiencing some hearing loss.

_.||| hear right canada

Your free hearing checkup will include:
«FREE Hearing Screening
+FREE Hearing Consultation

0 Yes
0 Yes

0 No
0 No

0 Yes
0 Yes

0 No
0 No

0 Yes
0 Yes
0 Yes

0 No
0 No
0 No

Care for Less

LIFE IS WONDERFUL! Don’t miss a word of it.
North Dufferin Wellness Centre

712 Main Street East, Unit 101
Shelburne ¢ 519-925-1215

at this time of year as streambanks are slip-
pery and unstable, and the water is cold.

As the region is experiencing periodic
freeze-thaw cycles, this is causing recur-
rent melting of accumulated snow and
ice cover. The melted ice and snow cause
higher water levels and faster-flowing
water in waterways. potentially creating
very hazardous conditions.

To keep safe, keep family and pets away
from all bodies of water and avoid all rec-
reational activities in or around water.

Only use trails at your local parks and
conservation areas for winter outdoor
activities, and only when they are main-
tained.

Follow staff instructions and signage
throughout NVCA conservation areas.

Canada Wide

Auction sales
Safe storage
Appraisals

GTA Guns and Gear Auctions Inc.

An important part of being a
responsible gun owner is knowing
when it is time to not be a gun owner.

Your guns could get into the wrong hands
(thieves or children), create estate taxes and
be a burden to the people you leave behind.

Sell them now!!!

Why not store them with us til you decide?

One call does it all. Contact us today at (844)—482-4644
or go onto our website GTAguns.com

Or,

gord@gtaauctions.com



What does sustainable living mean?

Our New Year'’s resolutions pledge a
fresh start.

Narrative Research shows that while
46 per cent of Canadians made resolu-
tions in 2023, statistically, most resolu-
tions fail over the year.

Since our health and the health of
the planet are inextricably linked, it is
time to resolve to live more sustainably
instead. But what does this mean?

By consuming more resources than
the planet can regenerate we live at
the expense of the environment. The
way we buy, what we buy, and how
we travel, work or spend our free time
determines our ecological footprint.

Sustainable living encourages us to
minimize our use of Earth’s resources
and reduce damage from human and
environmental interactions.

Here are some tips to help you do

Continued from Page 4

this.

Think twice before shopping — before
you buy, ask yourself if you really need
it. If you do, consider buying second-
hand, and look for products made from
lower-impact materials and with mini-
mal packaging and shipping.

Ditch plastic and switch to reusable
products — plastic never goes away. We
eat, drink, and breathe plastic every
day. Switch from single-use to reus-
able products and buy at refillery shops
every chance you get. Every piece of
plastic avoided is a win for your body
and the planet.

Reduce fast fashion — fast fashion is
responsible for as much as 10 per cent
of global carbon emissions. Slow down
your fashion by caring for your clothes
and, when you need new clothes, shop
second-hand. If you must buy new, buy

clothing made of sustainable materials
like organic cotton or from brands that
are made to last.

Reduce food waste — food loss/waste
accounts for up to 10 per cent of green-
house gas emissions. Food rotting in
landfills creates methane gas, 80 times
more harmful than carbon dioxide. Plan
meals, learn to love leftovers, and learn
how to store food properly in the fridge.

Use less water - every time we
turn on the water, energy is used. By
reducing water usage even slightly, we
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Take three-minute showers, turn off
the faucet when brushing your teeth,
only run full dishwashers, and washing
machines (with cold water).

Unplug your devices — how often do
you unplug your device from charg-
ing, but leave the charger in the out-
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let? Most electron-
ics still use energy,
even when not being
“‘used”. While it may
seem harmless, this
actually wastes energy and can ruin
your device’s battery from charging.
Consider installing smart outlets and/
or smart plugs that regulate the time
and amount of energy used by a given
outlet.

We have the power to make more
informed choices and to make sus-
tainable living the default option. By
switching our endless cycle of “buy,
use, dispose” to a “rethink, reuse and
repair” cycle we contribute to the circu-
lar economy. Making small changes in
your lifestyle is a simple, yet effective,
way to live a more sustainable life in the
new year.

Many pundits described the race, not
inaccurately, as a review of Trudeau’s lead-
ership as much as it was a bout between
the Liberals’ Leslie Church, the NDP’s
Amrit Parhar, and ultimate Conservative
victor Don Stewart.

The results being what they were, and
polls being what they were and continue to
be, it was confounding that Trudeau chose
to stay in place for a further six months and
counting until the resignation of his long-
time Deputy and one of his most staunch
defenders called it a day on her cabinet
points, sending a pointed message to the
leader while doing so, shaking the party to
its core.

Ontario is hel
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Brock’s Banter: Tall orders in power vacuums

Now, with Monday’s decision to pro-
rogue parliament, kick off a Liberal lead-
ership contest, and resign, we're left with
a power vacuum as the first pages of an
extremely challenging chapter of our politi-
cal history start to be written.

Having a leadership vacuum as a new
U.S. administration takes place is best
avoided under the best of circumstances,
but these circumstances are nothing to
write home about — and could have been
avoided had common sense — in the
broadest of terms, not how any one party
defines it — prevailed.

Now, here we are — not only facing tariff
threats that will be nothing short of crip-

Average amount saved by scrapping
the licence plate sticker feest

“since July 1, 2022, including the extension
to June 30, 2025

tfor most vehicles

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

pling for Canada should they transpire
as proposed but also facing increasingly
audacious, unthinkable and downright
ridiculous suggestions and taunts from
the incoming President that our nation
becomes the 51st state of the union.
Statements from the new Finance Minister
Dominic LeBlanc, who was present with
Trudeau at the Mar-a-Lago event where
the suggestion was first made, stating that
it was merely a joke from the once-and-
future leader certainly don’t inspire confi-
dence and suggest he’s learned nothing
about how this man operates from his first
go-round.
So, where does that leave us?

Average household savings
from gas and fuel tax cuts®

+$40 million

Well, one inevitability that seems to be
coming out of this mess is there will need
to be a lot of soul-searching in Canada this
year on what constitutes the kind of coun-
try we are, the kind of country we want to
be, and, essentially, who we are as people
in order to make that happen.

As the King suggested, a “willingness
to listen to each other, to learn from one
another, and to find out just how much we
have in common...[to] learn to respect our
differences, to defeat prejudice, and to
open up new possibilities” is a good start.

It might be a tall order, it might be the
very basic blueprint, but taking the advice
of our Head of State certainly couldn’t hurt!

ping you
of what S yours

/

79
v

Annual amount saved by Ontarians by
eliminating the Drive Clean programt

- Learn more about how you re savmg more at
ontario.ca/KeepingCostsDown

Ontario ¥
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Winterfest provides mid-winter fun in Alliston this February

BY BRIAN LOCKHART s 4
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER '

Now that the colder weather is here, you
can hide indoors, or take advantage of the
things that only happen during the winter.

The Town of New Tecumseth is hosting
its annual Winterfest at the New Tecumseth
Recreation Centre (7300 Industrial Pkwy.)
to provide a fun day of activities in the out-
doors.

This is a free family event that offers
plenty to do and see.

The Great Canadian Lumberjack Show
features some rough and tough lumberjacks
sawing large logs and swinging some big
axes.

If you want to see some town equipment,
Touch a Truck offers the chance to see the
Town’s fleet of working vehicles up close.

There will be balloon twisting, Paw Patrol,
the Transformers, Elmo, Cookie Monster,
and Stitch to entertain children in attendance.

You can head indoors to the arena and
enjoy an afternoon of skating.

Winterfest will take place on Saturday,
Feb. 1, at the New Tecumseth Recreation

Centre from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Hillside
Community
Church

Vol yited lo o

- Weekly Sunday Service | 10:30 am

2314 Tottenham Rd.
Www.hillsidecommunity.ca

B Qe

WINTER WONDERLAND
— The New Tecumseth Rec-
reation Centre will be hosting
the annual Winterfest event
on Feb. 1. Last year’s winter-
fest featured lots of activities
for families to enjoy, such as
train rides, curling demon-
strations, an area to practice
shooting hockey pucks and
marshmallow roasting. This
year there will also be plenty
to do and see.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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HOT STUFF - Flames roar

into the evening during the Annual Twelfth Night Christ-
mas Tree Bonfire held at Riverdale Park in Allison on Saturday, Jan. 4. Hosted by the
Rotary Club of Alliston, the yearly event creates a huge bonfire from discarded Christ-
mas trees. Hundreds of people turned out to watch and enjoy hot chocolate.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Don’t go fishing for your news, communi

THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES HAS YOU COVERED
ONLINE AT NEWTECTIMES.COM AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY.

o NewTecumseth  If you have a story idea or upcoming
rrh eTlm e S event you’d like to share with us, email
newtectimeseditorial @gmail.com

'y highlights, current

events and more!
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New mobile app allows for easy vaccination reports with health unit

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A new mobile app allows parents to con-
veniently update their child’s immunization
records with the Simcoe Muskoka District
Health Unit.

The CANImmunize mobile app is a quick and
secure way to report your child’s routine immu-
nizations at any time, right from your phone.

Under Ontario’s Immunization of School
Pupils Act, parents are responsible for ensur-
ing their children’s immunization records
with public health are up to date. Until now,
parents had to go online or call public health
each time their child received a vaccine to
update this information as most healthcare
providers do not report this information to
public health.

CANImmunize is a free mobile app

designed to help you safely manage your
family’s immunization records in one conve-
nient place.

For families in Simcoe Muskoka, the app
allows you to share your records directly with
the Health Unit.

When you update your child’s vaccination
details in the CANImmunize app, the Health
Unit’s records are automatically and securely
updated.

The app helps you manage vaccination
records for everyone in your family and sends
reminders to keep you up to date on routine
immunizations and travel vaccines through-
out your lifetime.

It also allows access from multiple devices
so your records are always available.

First-time users will be prompted to pro-
vide consent to share their information with
the Health Unit.

County of Simcoe issues statement addressing growth pressure in the region

The following statement was issued by
County of Simcoe Warden Basil Clarke:

“The County of Simcoe agrees with cer-
tain aspects of the recent Hemson Joint Land
Needs Analysis, but some questions and con-
cerns remain about various assumptions and
findings in the study. These include some of
the study’s conclusions and findings, par-
ticularly how they are being interpreted and
perceived by some. As many area municipali-
ties are prepared and able to accommodate
the growth and employment needs in the
region, we remain concerned about the poten-
tial impacts on the already planned develop-
ments, investments, and designated employ-
ment areas across the region, including the
provincially recognized employment areas
along Highway 400 in proximity to the City
of Barrie.

“The study highlights that Barrie’s long-
term employment area land supply appears
adequate to meet the City’s demand to 2051.
In addition, many of the surrounding Town-
ships and Towns have approved employment
lands available for investment opportunities.
The risk of losing or impacting these exist-
ing growth and employment opportunities

which support balanced community growth
and vision within the region has the poten-
tial for negative consequences. These include
the loss of investments and planning already
made by area municipalities and their devel-
opment partners, as well as impacts to area
taxpayers.

“Regarding residential land needs, the
study does suggest that as a result of the resi-
dential development in the city occurring at
a lower density than was envisioned in the
City’s Official Plan, more land may now be
required to accommodate further residential
growth than the City of Barrie had previously
planned for based on these increased growth
projections.

“As we prepare to work together on further
considerations and next steps, the County
and our partners should continue to evalu-
ate whether accelerated home construction
is appropriately achieved by continuing low-
density development in our largest urban cen-
tre. The best way to achieve ambitious hous-
ing targets in larger urban centres is through
the development of higher-density, multi-
story builds, best suited in our established
urban areas. From a planning perspective, all

partners should look objectively at the best
locations to grow and consider appropriate
built form so our environmental and agricul-
tural resources can best be protected while
prudently investing in future needs, and more
sustainable infrastructure.

“For many years Simcoe County, its local
municipalities, and the separated cities of
Barrie and Orillia have worked collabora-
tively together and succeeded together as a
region. In the midst of formal discussion and
process with the Province and the Provincial
Development Facilitator, we are surprised and
frankly disappointed by the last-minute sig-
nificant request for lands contrary to the find-
ings, as well as the subsequent communica-
tions and positioning at this early point in the
process without the benefit of collaboration
and understanding by the partners and further
evaluation by Hemson consulting, the expert
retained by all partners to assess such infor-
mation. It wasn’t that long ago that significant
lands in Innisfil, which were provided by the
previous Liberal Provincial government with-
out due process or reasonable compensation,
were to meet the City’s long-term needs. The
County supports all our municipalities and

their plans and abilities to accommodate good
growth, including Barrie’s role in the region
as a larger urban centre to provide housing.
However, history should not repeat itself and
good planning and built form must prevail
over more urban sprawl.

“Until such time as the outstanding ques-
tions and concerns surrounding the Hemson
Report’s projections, assumptions and find-
ings, and any individual motivations are
further discussed and appropriately resolved
through discussion and due process, the
County feels it is inappropriate to speculate
outcomes based on desire.

“To be clear, we remain committed as
always to working with the province and all
our municipal partners in the region, includ-
ing the City of Barrie, to develop good solu-
tions that benefit all our taxpayers while
appropriately accommodating growth and
infrastructure in the region in a sustainable
and prudent manner. We disagree with poor
politics or individual agendas driving out-
comes. Instead, we look forward to working
together towards developing clear and collab-
orative visions for the future, that benefit all
our communities,” the statement concluded.
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Alliston Hornets start the new year with 27th consecutive win

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston Hornets started the new year
with their 27th win of the season when they
hosted the Innisfil Spartans on the ice at the
New Tecumseth Recreation Centre on Fri-
day, Jan. 3.

Cole Turcotte and David Harvey scored
the opening Alliston goals in the first period.

Jaeden French chipped one into the Innis-
fil net to make it a 3-0 game with one period
remaining.

The Spartans avoided the shut-out when
they scored at 41 seconds in the third frame.

With just over a minute remaining in the
period, the Spartans scored a second goal to
make it a 3-2 game.

They pulled their goaltender and put
another attacker on the ice in the bid to tie it
up, but they couldn’t do it and the Hornets
left the ice with a 3-2 win.

While the Hornets played well and took
the win, the team didn’t seem to be up to
their usual highly charged play in this
game. They took the lead and seemed satis-
fied with that.

Alliston head coach Jacob Bauchman
said the team didn’t play with their usual
vigour, likely because they knew they could
win the game. Innisfil came to the game as a
sixth-place team with a 10-21 record.

“That’s a challenge for us this year,”
Bauchman said. “Whether we play Innisfil
or Orillia, we have to make sure we come
ready to play the same and not drop down
to another team’s level.”

After a successful first half of the sea-
son, Bauchman said the Hornets have to get
ready to meet some stronger teams in the
playoffs.

“Our biggest focus is making sure we’re
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STAYING STRONG - The Alliston Hornets host the Innisfil Spartan on the ice at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre on Friday, Jan. 3. The Hor-
nets won the game 3-1 and continue to remain in first place in the North Carruthers division of the Provincial Junior Hockey League. The Hornets are

undefeated with a 27-0 record.

up and ready for every single game, no
matter who we are playing. In the first half
of the season, no one has really tested us.
Tonight, was the first one goal game we’ve
had all year. The most important thing for
the second half of the year is now we ramp

it up for the playoffs and get ready to meet
stronger teams. Our division’s not that
strong. Now we have to get ready for what
possibly could be next. We saw a glimpse of
it at the All-Star game. We had 13 players
go and we played the other side, so we got

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

a sneak peek of what we’re dealing with.”
The Hornets will be in Stayner on Thurs-
day, Jan. 9.
They return to home ice at the NTRC on
Friday, Jan. 10, to host the Muskoka Bears.
Game time is 7:30 p.m.

LACING THEM UP - The outdoor ice pad at the Tottenham Community Centre is again
open after closing for a few days due to warmer weather that brought a temporary thaw
to the region. Skaters enjoyed an afternoon on the ice on Friday, Jan. 3.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Metro Hockey League with 36 points.

OVERTIME WIN - The Tottenham Railers take on the Niagara Predators on the ice at
the Tottenham Community Centre on Saturday, Jan. 4. The Railers left the ice with a 3-2
overtime win. The Tottenham team is in third place in the South Division of the Greater

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO




FIREPLACE

HoME COMFORT CENTRES

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
ESTABLISHED IN 1987

6048 Highway 9,
Schomberg

800-843-1732

SALES * SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION

Fireplacestop.com
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FIREPLACE XTRORDINAIR

90 DAY INVENTORY SALE STARTING JAN. 1ST

HUNDREDS OF WOOD AND GAS STOVES AND FIREPLACES

BBQS, A/C UNITS, FURNACES, HEAT PUMPS, ELECTRIC FIREPLACES AND MORE!

No injuries reported from house fire that ignited with a candle

Members of the Nottawasaga Detach-
ment of the Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP), New Tecumseth Fire Department
and County of Simcoe Paramedic Ser-
vices responded to a structure fire in Tot-
tenham.

On Jan. 2, shortly before 7:30 p.m.,

Nottawasaga OPP responded to a report
of a home on fire in the area of Casserley
Crescent in Tottenham.

Upon police officers’ arrival, the New
Tecumseth Fire Department had already
made entry into the home to combat the
fire. There was a total of five people home

at the time, and no injuries were reported.

The fire did not spread to the nearby
residences and was put out shortly after.
The cause of the fire was determined to
be a candle that ignited a drape covering a
window in the basement. It is not consid-
ered to be suspicious.

The roadway near the home was tempo-
rarily closed until the fire was put out and
re-opened at 9:30 p.m.

The family will be staying with friends
in the area temporarily, as there has been
severe smoke damage and flooding in the
house’s basement.

Police seeking suspects following several break and enters on New Year’s Eve

Officers from the Nottawasaga Detach-
ment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
are investigating several incidents of break
and enter to businesses in Angus.

On Dec. 31, 2024, shortly before mid-
night, officers were dispatched to a break and
enter in progress at Angus Variety located at
9 Margaret Street in Essa. Suspects fled the
scene prior to police arrival.

The preliminary investigation revealed
that one unknown suspect believed to be
male, approximately 5°10”, wearing pale
coloured clothes and a dark coloured back-
pack, approached the store from the North-
west side and smashed the front door with a
hammer. The suspect entered the store and
stole a cash register with approximately $500
n 1t.

The OPP K9 unit was deployed to the area
but was unsuccessful in locating the suspect.

Investigations are still ongoing and it is
believed that this suspect may be involved in
several other break and enters that occurred
in the area in the early morning of that same
date.

Police are encouraging residents to review
their camera footage or dashcam for any sus-
picious activity that may be helpful in this
investigation between 10 p.m. and midnight
on Dec. 31, 2024.

Shortly before 4 a.m. on Dec. 31, another
break and enter took place.

Officers were dispatched to a break and
enter in progress at the Ultramar gas sta-
tion and Uplift Cannabis store at 165 Mill
Street in Essa. Suspects fled the scene prior

to police

The preliminary investigation revealed
that two unknown suspects believed to be
two males, attended the address and smashed
both front doors. The two suspects were then
seen by a nearby witness smashing the door
of the nail salon “Yes Nails” located at 223
Mill Street. At this time the OPP K9 unit was
deployed to the area but was unsuccessful in
locating the suspects.

Upon further investigation it was deter-
mined that the Napa Autopro, located at 209
Mill Street, had been broken into as well.

Video footage obtained shows descriptions
of two suspects:

* Suspect 1 is described as male, wearing
a grey hood, black jacket, blue jeans, black
Nike shoes, holding a red backpack.

* Suspect 2 is described as a male with a
grey hood, olive jacket, holding a backpack.

Investigations are still ongoing and it is
unknown at this time if anything was stolen.
Police are encouraging residents to review
their camera footage or dash cam for any sus-
picious activity that may be helpful in this
investigation between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m., on
Dec. 31, 2024.

If you have any information in relation to
this incident, please contact the Nottawasaga
OPP at 1-888-310-1122.

You can also provide information anony-
mously by contacting Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or online at www.
crimestopperssdm.com.

When you contact Crime Stoppers you stay
anonymous, and you never have to testify.

Stop means stop: Driver blows stop sign, evades police, faces several charges

The Nottawasaga Detachment of the
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have charged
an Alliston resident with several driving
related offences and criminal offences.

On Jan. 1, 2025, shortly after 5 p.m., Not-
tawasaga OPP attempted to conducted a traf-
fic stop on a passenger vehicle that failed to
stop at a stop sign in the area of Arnold Cres-
cent in Alliston. The driver then fled on foot
into a residence in the area, and was located

upon a knock at the door. The driver was con-
firmed to be under suspension and arrested as
a result for driving while under suspension.

As of a result of the investigation the
driver, Kwabena Kobia-Boaten, 25, of Allis-
ton, was charged with:

¢ Obstruct Peace Officer

e Unlawfully in Dwelling House

¢ Drive vehicle or boat with cannabis read-
ily available

One vehicle stolen, attempt made on two others

The Nottawasaga Detachment of the
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are inves-
tigating a theft and two attempted thefts of
newer model Toyota Tundras on Jan. 5.

At approximately 8: a.m., Nottawasaga
OPP officers responded to a report of a sto-
len White 2023 Toyota Tundra, ON marker
“BV26343” from a residence on Sutcliffe
Way the Town of New Tecumseth.

The victim reported that video footage
from the home shows a dark-coloured sedan
was observed passing the residence south-
bound, and shortly after, it was seen again
passing the driveway northbound at a very
slow speed. The vehicle then stopped, and
two occupants exited the vehicle. The vehi-
cle was taken sometime around 12:30 a.m.

Shortly after, on that same day, officers
responded to a residence on Atkinson Cres-
cent and Patterson Street in New Tecums-
eth where a white 2024 Toyota Tundra and
black 2025 Toyota Tundra were damaged
during an apparent attempt at theft over-
night.

Video footage shows the same dark-
coloured sedan from the first theft in front
of both residences where the two attempts
took place and are looking for the public’s
assistance.

If you have any information or video sur-
veillance footage in this area in relation to
this theft and attempted theft, please call
the Nottawasaga OPP Detachment at 1-888-
310-1122 (Report RM24000256).

e Fail to surrender permit for motor vehicle

* Fail to surrender insurance card

* Driving while under suspension

* Disobey stop sign - fail to stop

In addition to the charges, the vehicle was
impounded for seven days.

The accused is scheduled to appear at the
Ontario Court of Justice located in Bradford
on Feb. 2, 2025, to answer to the charges.

None of the listed charges have been
proven in court.

If you have any information regarding a
criminal offence please contact the OPP or
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477)
or you can submit your information online at
ontariocrimestoppers.ca.

Crime Stoppers does not subscribe to call
display, and you will remain anonymous.
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Police searching for Alliston LCBO shoplifting suspect after back-to-back incidents

Officers from the Nottawasaga Detach-
ment of the Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) are currently investigating a shop-
lift and are requesting the public’s assis-
tance to identify an individual involved.

On Jan. 3, Nottawasaga OPP responded
to a shoplift incident at a LCBO located
at 22 Dunham Drive in Alliston shortly
before 8 p.m. A male was seen entering the
store through the front entrance and after
roaming around the store for several min-
utes, went to the back storage area pick-
ing up several cases of liquor, exited the
back door, loading the boxes into a dark

coloured passenger vehicle. The male was
last seen getting into the passenger side
and fleeing the store.

The individual is described as a South
East Asian male, approximately 5 10,
200 pounds, heavy build, wearing a black
baseball cap, black puffer jacket, blue
jeans, white sneakers, and has a full facial
beard.

The items taken are as followed:

* One case Hennessy, 375 mL x 12 bot-
tles. Value of $492.70.

e Laphroaig, 750 mL x 6 bottles. Value
of $599.70

e Glenfiddich, 750 mL x 6 bottles. Value
$1259.70.

All of the stolen items account for a
total loss of $2351.40.

Shortly after the shoplifting incident,
Officers received another call for service
at a LCBO located at 36 Young Street
in Alliston. The store employees had
already been made aware of the incident
at the other LCBO location when the male
entered the store. The male asked the
employee for Casamigos Tequila at which
time he was asked to leave the store, dur-
ing this time the employee contacted the

Nottawasaga OPP immediately and the
male was seen leaving in a black dodge
charger.

Officers are looking to identify this
individual.

If you know this individual, please
call 1-888-310-1122 (reference number
E250011440). You can also provide infor-
mation anonymously by contacting Crime
Stoppers to remain anonymous at 1-800-
222-8477 (TIPS) or www.crimestop-
perssdm.com.When you contact Crime
Stoppers you stay anonymous, and you
never have to testify.

Essa man faces several drug related charges, cocaine, cash, weapons seized after investigation

As a result of an ongoing police investi-
gation, members of the Nottawasaga Com-
munity Street Crime Unit (CSCU) from the
Nottawasaga Detachment of the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police have made an arrest in relation
to several drug-related offences in Essa.

In late 2024 Nottawasaga CSCU initiated
a drug trafficking investigation after receiv-
ing information regarding a male trafficking
drugs Angus.

On Jan. 3, officers observed the accused
conduct multiple drug transactions in Essa.
As a result, officers conducted a traffic stop

arresting the accused on County Road 10.

Nottawasaga CSCU officers then con-
ducted a subsequent search of the accused
and his vehicle, locating and seizing the fol-
lowing items:

A functioning Conducted Energy Weapon
(CEW), 12 grams cocaine (Valued at approx-
imately $1200), $1550 cash, a baseball bat,
three scales, packaging used to package
drugs and drug paraphernalia.

Officers have arrested and charged the fol-
lowing male contrary to the Criminal Code
of Canada, The Controlled Drug and Sub-

stances Act and The Highway Traffic Act.

Wayne Harris, 62, of Essa, was charged
with:

* Possession of a Schedule 1 Substance for
the Purpose of Trafficking - Cocaine

e Trafficking in Schedule I substance-
Cocaine

¢ Possession of a Prohibited or Restricted
Weapon at Unauthorized Place

* Possession of a Weapon for Dangerous
Purpose

e Possession of proceeds of property
obtained by crime under $5000 - in Canada

e Fail to notify change of address

* No clear view of front

e Operate unsafe vehicle

e Operate a motor vehicle without insur-
ance

 Drive motor vehicle, fail to display two
plates

e Drive with improper headlights

The accused was held for a bail hearing
and appeared before the Ontario Court of
Justice on Jan. 6.

None of the listed charges have been
proven in court.

Impaired driving charges laid against Alliston man while Nottawasaga OPP conducting traffic stop

The Nottawasaga Detachment of the
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have
charged an Alliston resident for driv-
ing while impaired in the Town of New
Tecumseth.

On Dec. 22, just before 4 a.m., a Notta-
wasaga OPP officer was conducting gen-
eral patrols on 8th Avenue, when the offi-

SCOVER

HE JOY

OF MUSIC!

MUSIC ACADEMY =

cer observed a passenger vehicle with an
obstructed plate.

The officer conducted a traffic stop and
as of a result of the investigation, Omar
Michael, 30, of Alliston, was charge with:

e Adult Operation while Impaired - alco-
hol and drugs

* Operation while impaired - blood alco-

4

ukulele, drums and more.

TALENT WITH US!

We are a friendly, family run music school, providing a fun,
positive, creative place for training in vocals, quitar, piano,

Extra services include: Royal Conservatory piano,
audition prep, singer/songwriter clinics, creating social
media platforms like YouTube and Instagram, and
contacts with recording services. We offer

two recitals every year for the students to

showcase their accomplishments!

COME AND FINDYOUR

We are located at 562 Victoria St. E., beside Wilton’s Flooring
705.250.STAR (7827) | Email RSMAAlliston@gmail.com

hol concentration (80 plus)

* Obstruct plate

* Fail to surrender permit for motor vehi-
cle

* Fail to surrender insurance card

In addition to the charges, the driver was
issued a 90-day license suspension, and the

vehicle was impounded for seven days.
The accused is scheduled to appear at the
Ontario Court of Justice located in Brad-
ford on January 16, 2025, to answer to the
charges.
None of the listed charges have been
proven in court.

OPP searching for Jeep stolen in New Tecumseth

The Nottawasaga Detachment of the
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is inves-
tigating the theft of a 2023 Jeep Gladiator
that occurred on Monday, Jan. 6.

At approximately 4 a.m., Nottawasaga
OPP officers responded to a report of a
stolen vehicle from a residence on Kerr
Boulevard in New Tecumseth. The victim
reported that video footage from the home
shows the vehicle was taken around 1 a.m.
The stolen vehicle is a Grey 2023 Jeep

Gladiator, ON marker “BW85784.”

If you have any information or video
surveillance footage in relation to this
theft, please call the Nottawasaga OPP
Detachment at 1-888-310-1122 (Report
#E250019953).

You can also provide information anon-
ymously by contacting Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or submit your
information online at ontariocrimestop-
pers.ca.

Timbit is our sweet and hilarious girl! We
have no idea why she’s still here. She can
be found doing something silly, or
lounging on her throne. She loves pets,
to play, and is great with other cats.

Timbit is spayed, vaccinated,
microchipped, dewormed and flea treated.

Adoption fee: $275

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707
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406 VEHICLES 505 GENERAL
WANTED HELP WANTED 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED
_aw

WE PAY CASH for
scrap vehicles - any
size. We also buy
construction and farm
equipment. Open 7
days a week. Call
905-859-0817 (Peter)

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood
$395/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut
$325/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or
705-440-6450

Truckloads of firewood
logs now available

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Smaller amounts also available.
We deliver.

1153 Canal Rd,
Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2
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ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-
MENTS OVER THE PHONE

ABATE RABBIT
PACKERS meat pro-
cessing facility from
Arthur  immediately
requires 16 Wholesale
and Retail Butchers
with @ minimum of 2
to 3 years of direct
hands on experience
in meat cutting and
processing. Duties in-
clude cutting and sec-
tioning of meat, skin-

NOW
HIRING

Cold Web Offset Printing

Positions available at MASTER WEB located
in Mississauga Ontario.

EXPERIENCED
Pressman/Presswoman
Wages starting at $26 - $35 per hour, Full Time

ning _ and remov?ng Permanent, Night shift, Benefits after 3 months
blemishes, deboning

rabbits and chickens, EXPERIENCED

cutting meat into spe- Bindery Stitcher Operator

Wages starting at $24-$28 per hour,
Night shift, Part time, Benefit after 3 months

cialized cuts and pre-
paring for wholesale
and retail sales. HS
diploma or equivalent
required. Positions of-
fered are permanent

Please email resumes to:
antonina@masterwebinc.ca

full time and salary
is $16.00/hr for 42.5
hrs a week, OT after
44 hrs a week. Please
apply in person at
7597 Jones Baseline
in Arthur, via email at
joea@abatepackers.
com, via fax at 1-519-
848-2793 or via phone

Thanks to Our
Newspaper
Carriers

We appreciate your dedicated
service to our publication and
our community.

ATTENTION
CARRIERS

WANTED
Apply Today!

ADVERTISING LOCALLY

THE KING
WEEKLY
SENTINEL

at 1-519-848-2107.

KIDS, ADULTS, SENIORS
EARN SOME EXTRA MONEY!
Deliver THE KING WEEKLY
SENTINEL. Routes available in
your area. Email your name and
address to denise@Ipcmedia.ca

In Print & Online
www.KingSentinel.com

e

111 WANTED !
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!
416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

WORKS! Grass fed/finished Angus
freezer beef for sale. Sides,
’I Please quarters and bundles.
' !9,‘ s Valleybrook Farm

905-460-4662,

blackcow@sympatico.ca

SUPPORT YOUR

LOCAL BUSINESSES!

Lorp DUFFERIN CENTRE

Retirement Residence

NOW HIRING
SERVICE WORKER (Front Desk): Night Shift

We are looking for a dedicated individual who is motivated to deliver high quality
customer service and support to seniors. Experience working in a setting for Seniors
is a definite asset.

The successful applicant must be well-organized, able to work independently, have
effective communication skills and enjoy a variety of responsibilities in a progressive
team environment. This is a Night Service Worker position (12:00 midnight to 8:00
am), and you must be able to work throughout the week and alternate weekends.
Must be vaccinated for COVID-19, hold a current CPR/First Aid Certificate, have a
police background check (including a vulnerable sector screen) and have a 2-step
Mantoux test completed.

Please submit resume and salary expectations by email before January 17, 2025 to:

Mr. Dave Holwell

Managing Director

Lord Dufferin Centre Retirement Residence
32 First Street, Orangeville, ON, LOW 2E1
Email: dkholwell@lorddufferincentre.ca

(We thank all those persons who apply; however, only those selected for an interview
will be contacted)

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

JANUARY 10TH AT 5PM
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES & QUALITY
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Take a stroll down memory lane and rediscover the charm of the past. From evening
purses to vintage movie posters, collectible tins, and folk art, each item tells a story.
It’s your chance to collect the past and love the present!

Lots begin closing at 5pm on Jan 10th.
Preview: Fri Jan 10th, 10am - 4pm, or call for appointment on another day.
Pickup: Sat Jan 11th, 10am - 5pm. Call or text if you need more information.

Pickup & preview at our Home Office Base
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne).

Featuring: Framed Oil Paintings; Nautical Inspired Folk Art; Large Quantity of Beaded
Clutch Purses and Lucite Box Purses; Pocket Watches; Vintage Movie Posters; Inkwell
Bottles; Wool Blankets; Sterling Silver & 10k Gold Jewelry; Sherman Rhinestone
Jewelry; Waterbury Shelf Clock; Nikon Vintage Cameras; Tobacco Tins; Vintage
Publications including 1st Edition by Van Dyke; Home Renovation Supplies including
Live Edge Slabs; Small Appliances; Anchor Hocking Mugs; Jadeite Fire King Glassware;
Collectible Bar Trays, and so much more.

If you're interested in absentee bids or consigning in any of our upcoming sales then
give us a call at 519-288-2228.
Call, text or email anytime! Office Phone Number: 519-288-2228
Dennis@kiddfamilyauctions.com ¢ Lyn@kiddfamilyauctions.com
www.kiddfamilyauctions.com
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612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

K:dd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

JANUARY 17TH AT 5PM
PETROLIANA AUCTION — GREAT SIGNS & TINS

Does your heart beat for all things gas & oil? Get ready to fuel your passion with this
auction, packed with petroliana, collectible signs, vintage tins, and more! Bid online and
take home the treasures that ignite your collection.

Preview this collection on Jan 17th, 10am - 4pm, or call for an appointment
on another day. Pickup and preview at our Home Office Base, 438280 4th Line,
Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne). Lots begin closing at 5pm on Jan 17th.

Features: Gasboy of Canada LTD Supertest Gas Pump; Gilbarco Esso 2000 Farm Fuel
Gas Pump; an outstanding selection of signs and tins including “Join The Swing To
Pepsi-Cola” Tin Grocery Store Twine Dispenser; Five Roses Flour SSP Door Push; Pratt
& Whitney Aircraft SSP Sign; Coca-Cola DSP Push Bar; White Rose Neon Light Up Wall
Clock; as well as a selection of Motor Oil Cans from brands such as Supertest; L-Jay
Tractor; Sunoco; White Rose; En-Ar-Co; Red Indian; etc.; Tobacco & Cigarette Tins;
CDN & US License Plates; Pressed Steel Lincoln Toys; Schylling Tin Wind Up Cars;
Tin Litho Collectibles; ERTL Trucks & Cars; a variety of Hot Wheels; Schwinn Typhoon
Bicycle; and so much more.

-
< IcEcow

(FIVE)

ROSES
FLOUR

JOIN THE
SWING TO

Call, text or email anytime! Office Phone Number: 519-288-2228
Dennis@kiddfamilyauctions.com ¢ Lyn@kiddfamilyauctions.com

www.kiddfamilyauctions.com

i

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business

Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
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www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

804 SERVICES 808 STORAGE 909 PERSONALS

ALL JUNK
REMOVAL

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:
20 yard sea can con-

If Drinking Has Become

a Problem We Can Help
BASEMENTS e YARDS

(T RTNENATY  tainer for storage lo- | 416-487-5591
s%ﬁ?;&g‘s’gﬁab lﬂeﬂgaggfs cated in Nobleton. | Or Call Toll Free in Ontario ADVERTISING
Call to enquire: Safe location. For more 1-877-404-5591 LOCALLY
905-832-9655 ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

information, please call
905-859-0817

&9 PILEASE RECYCLE
". THIS NEWSPAPER

WORKS!

or, text pictures to:

416-876-2219

www.aatoronto.org

708 OBITUARIES 708 OBITUARIES

Ruth Ann Allen

(née Rodgers)

Nov. 15, 1940 - Jan. 2, 2025
Passed away peacefully with
family members by her side on
Thursday, January 2, 2025 at

h Matthews House Hospice, Alliston.
Beloved wife of 64 years to Jim Allen. Loved mother
of Debra Janssen (Mikel) and David Allen (Mary
Andrews). Loving nanny of Kim (Mike), Leanna, Nina,
Max (Kiara), Joshua (Victoria), Steven (Amy), Jake,
Ava (Blake), Chloe (Masaki), Sasha (Ben) and her
great grandchildren Wesley, Lincoln, Freyja, Abel,
Teo and Lillian. Ruth was predeceased by her parents
Kaye and Harry Rodgers and is survived by sisters
Beverly, Millie, Donna and predeceased by Bernice,
Barbara and Jean. She will be fondly remembered by
her nieces, nephews and many friends.

A Celebration of her life will be held at Drury Funeral
Centre 519 Victoria St. E., Alliston on Sunday,
January 12, 2025 with visiting from 1 p.m. until time of
service at 2 p.m. Reception to follow. In lieu of flowers
memorial donations to Matthews House Hospice
would be appreciated.

Asincere “THANK YOU” to all the Homecare Doctors,
Nurses, P.S.W.s and the Matthews House Team for
all your help during Ruth’s courageous & difficult
battle with COPD.

gmendolyn Elizabeth gugnon
(née (Wray)

1926-2024

Born in Beeton to parents George Brown
and Belva Julia (née: Satermo), Gwen was
a longtime school teacher with the Toronto
Board of Education.

She was known for her love of gardening,
music, ballroom dancing and playing bridge.

Predeceased by her brothers RJ, Jimmy, and
Paul. She will be deeply missed by her family
and friends and the numerous birds, squirrels
and chipmunks in her backyard.

Cremation has taken place. The family received
friends at Rod Abrams Funeral Home, 1666
Tottenham Rd., Tottenham 905-936-3477 on
Friday, January 3, 2024 from 10:30am until the
time of Funeral Service in the chapel at 11am.
Reception followed in the funeral home’s
Cliffside Hall. In lieu of flowers please make a
donation to St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
in Beeton by sending a cheque directly to the
church: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Box
164, Beeton, Ont. LOG 1A0 or via e-transfer to
standrewsbeeton@outlook.com or to your
favourite animal charity.

Online condolences and memories may be left for
the family at www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com.

Weston: William Lawrence “Bill”

Peacefully at his home in Tottenham with the
love of his family by his side on January 3, 2025.
Bill Weston at the age of 78 years, beloved
husband of Sandra Weston (née: Kenny).
Loving father of Richard (Lara Neumann),
Ryan (Daniel Bourré), and Allison Heitzner
(Darcy). Dear grandfather of Elijah and Joseph.
Sadly missed by his sister Lynn Weston (Frank
Lucente) and predeceased by his brother John
Weston. Forever in the hearts of his extended
family and friends. Bill was an avid newspaper
reader, crossword puzzler, and beer drinker
who didn’t say much but was always listening.
Cremation has taken place and a Celebration
of Bill’s Life will be held at Rod Abrams Funeral
Home, 1666 Tottenham Rd., Tottenham 905-
936-3477 on Saturday, January 11, 2025 from
1-4pm, with spoken Words of Remembrance
at 2:30pm. For those who wish, donations in
Bill's memory to the Canadian Cancer Society
would be appreciated. Online condolences
and memories may be shared with the family
at www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com.
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$40 + HST

.(Pendergast: Paul goseph

Peacefully at Matthews House Hospice,
Alliston, on December 28, 2024, after a brief,
but fierce fight with cancer. Paul, aged 79,
was the beloved son of the late William “Bill”
and Mary Ann “Mae” Pendergast. Loving
brother of Jim Pendergast (Anne), the late John
Pendergast, and Margaret Rowland (the late
Fred). Dear uncle to Kathy, Rob (Tricia), Lesley
(Michael Naft), Elena (Miguel Ebrahimi), Laura
(Sherif Attia), Julie, Tom, and Mary. Forever in
the hearts of his extended family and many
friends. Paul was lovingly surrounded by family
and friends both in person and in spirit during
the last six weeks and delighted in his many
visitors.

The family received friends at Rod Abrams
Funeral Home, 1666 Tottenham Rd., Tottenham
905-936-3477 on Monday, January 6, 2025
from 1-4 pm and 6-8 pm. Mass of Christian
Burial was held at St. James Church 2118
Adjala-Tecumseth Townline, Colgan, on Tuesday
January 7, 2025 at 11:00am. Interment was
held in St. James Cemetery Colgan. Reception
was held in the funeral home’s Cliffside Hall.

Paulrequestedthat,inlieuof flowers, donations
be made to Matthews House Hospice in
Alliston or the Canadian Cancer Society. Online
condolences and memories may be left for the
family at www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com.

Gloria Mildred Love ¥

The family of Gloria Mildred
Love, née Campbell, is
saddened to announce her
passing at Bradford Valley
Care Community in her 99th
year. She died peacefully on
January 1st, 2025 after a long struggle with
Dementia.

Gloria will be deeply missed by her 8
children, Paul (Angela), Vivian (John), Glenn,
Brian (Christine), Leslie (Pauline), Jean
(Keith), Janice (Cam), and Heather (Robert),
her 17 grandchildren and her 13 great
grandchildren. Also missed by her surviving
sister Shirley Crossley, and brothers-in-law,
Mac and Laverne Love and their families.
Gloria was predeceased by her beloved
Raymond, her parents, Earl and Hazel
Campbelland her three sisters, ClaraMcDaniel,
Earlene King and Geraldine Bandow.

Gloria had a long full life and lived almost
80 years on Jane Street in King Twp. before
moving to Schomberg and then to Bradford.
A long-time faithful member of King City
United Church where she was Christened as
an infant and married in 1949. President,
and also Secretary of the UCW and she was
on several Church Committees. She has
been a Sunday School teacher and a leader
of Guides and Brownies.

Gloria will be remembered for her love of
tradition and interest in the family history.
Later in life, Gloria enjoyed painting and was
enthusiastic about her artwork.

Thank you for the wonderful care and
support at Bradford Valley Care Community,
Country House.

Donations in lieu of flowers can be made to
the UCW of King City United Church.
Visitation will be held at MARSHALL
FUNERAL HOME, 10366 Yonge Street in
Richmond Hill on January 12th, 2025 at noon
and service at 1 p.m., followed by interment
at King City Cemetery at a later date.

709 IN MEMORIAM

§ In Loving Memory of our
dear husband, father and
grandfather,

Bill Bible
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Those we love don’t go away

They walk beside us everyday
Unseen unheard but always near
Still loved, still missed and very dear
Your memory is our keepsake

With which we'll never part

God has you in his keeping

We have you in our hearts

Always loved and forever missed
Helen, Deb and Ian, Ron and Kim,Nicole
and Danielle




SUPPORT
LOCAL

SMALL
BUSINESS

* Pre-Spotting
+ Furniture Moving
Deodonzmg

7 THIENoM 1129

per room) + HST WITH COUPON

f%- FULL'STEAYW

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
y LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED - 20+ YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS |

| TF1-844-755-30470R416-709-3129 |
o

ICARPET CLEANING SPECIAL l

Z0TCoO

fullsteamcarpetcare.com e fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com

* Bonded & insured
+ WSIB & CRA COMPLIANT

NEWFENCE.CA ‘5 yearwarranty
)
‘x'. DG [ -OI:T'

647 53 FENCE(3362‘3)

2 a /I" peas s
d 1

""fﬁ""Of All Trades

RENOVATIONS MINOR REPAIRS
Residential/Commercial

7/05-816-0221

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

e RESIDENTIAL

¢ COMMERCIAL ,f-“
¢ INDUSTRIAL 1\ 866-952-0146 _,»:-_1. '
INSTALLATIONS

| To 11 %
SERVICE  DELIVERY H

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

Carlmg Propane Inc
24 HOUR SERVICE /.

l RUE TEMP SOLUTIONS LTD.

HEATING & COOLING
Proudly Serving Alliston & Surrounding Area
TRUETEMPSOLUTIONS@OUTLOOK.COM (705) 440-3918

NEW TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LID.
%WL Qa@acﬁ)n © deurn @«é&/dn
SIDING | SOFFIT | FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290 - 416-889-0807

RW contractmg / Home Improvements

Painting « Flooring
Dry Wall Work
Popcorn Ceiling Removal
Backsplashes « Basement Reno's

705-435-9602

RENOVATIONS

CARBONE
HOME RENOVATIONS

Windows & Doors « Drywall / Drywall Repair

Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring « Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations - Fences & Decks

647-290-1779  647-281-9992

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!
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QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

CAPSTONE
RENOVATIONS

www.capstonereno.com

FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Basements
Flooring & Tile ¢ Additions ® Decks

Gazebos ¢ Pergolas ® We do it all

I TREVOR'S
CALL TII BIIIIK YOUR '
SERVICE TODAY!

416-522-1486

info@trevorsroofrepairs.com
www.trevorsroofrepairs.com

Full Roof Replacement - Repairs
Eavestrough - Soffit/Fascia
Insulation & More!

Tree Removal e Trimming e Stump Grinding
Land Clearing o Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

5 1 9 -93 8 '699 6 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

%w

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA
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Fully
Cooked
Chicken
Wings

amyzln

371 Young Street, Alliston 709-4393-1409
m FOOD MARKE T Cmm=n
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Crinkle California Style | fixed
Friesso ¢ Vegetables soo

a SERVINGS
~ 105kg

All products can be
purchased |nd|\ndually

1599‘@
Bacon Wrappe d

Chicken
4 PIECES x142 g/5 0z

Blstru-s

Green Beans
Pn atues 500 300¢

—

< L,I1ee'1='-
5al

.- -'ﬁ.t.,%}sii

\ 1!
Seasoned  Maple Butt?r‘%g

‘Sweet Peas ao0¢ Chops 4 PIECES s00¢

: /<gem|

Ba

uette

To view the full flyer, scan the QR code

or go to mmfoodmarket.com

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, JANUARY 9 TO WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15,2025 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card, or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers. M&M Food Market
Express and other non-traditional stores offer a limited range of products; therefore special pricing and promotions are not valid there. We reserve the right to correct any errors. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.

INCREDIBLE

Chlcken &

Strips B
| 27-33 PIECES =
1.36kg/31b \

Also available, %
|_Breaded Chicken Fillets
15-25 PIECES 907 g/2 1b

Blossoms
2PORTIONS 2308 %
3 Varieties

2284-280¢

« Tuxedo Truffle Cakelkg
« Strawberry Shortcake 1 kg
« Lemon and Cream Cake 1 kg

¢ _mﬁ't'r*ymnmmcmsong
White Chocolate Raspberry Cake 1 kg

= Chocolate and Cream Cake 900 g

« Brownie Chunk Cream Cake B65 g
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« Chicken & Broceoli Pasta Bake
! - Homestyle Tuna Casserole + Chicken Teriyaki
+ Cheese and Spinach Cannelloni
$12.99m 0

cakes o Caramel  #*
2 PORTIONS o ,_seas;au %
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Want to earn even more savings on what you love?
Link with Journie Rewards and get more than ever before!

JOURNIE

REWARDS

Gourmet Double
. Pepperoni

] .
Lavalicious
Chocolate

N
Download & : journie.ca/ourprogram

lce Cream Cookie Sandwiches
6 SANDWICHES 600 mL
2 Varieties

Pl otk Saves2 X &

“Pork ‘
Pot Roas

907 ¢/21b

+* MULTI BUYx
Buy 2 for 12

SAVE'3"

| Program terms and
ki conditions apply.

x| Visit

link today! | =l ) for more details.






